
















Restoration help
“I’m an A&P, but not an IA,” Sullivan 

explained. “Numerous people help me 
with maintenance.”

Of the Bamboo Bombers’ metal frame, 
he said, “lots [of these airframes] are still 
around, but just the cost of the wood and 
labor [needed for the restoration] doesn’t 
offer a return on the investment. It’s not 
like a P-51,” he explained. “You have to be 
dedicated to the preservation of the type.”

According to ClassicWarbirds.net, the 
wing of the T-50 uses laminated spruce 
spar beams with spruce and plywood 
ribs. “If you have the woodworking 
expertise, it’s just a big model airplane, 
not difficult—just time-consuming,” 
said Sullivan.

Others besides Sullivan have taken on 
the labor-of-love challenge to restore a 
deteriorated T-50. John Pike at Big Sky 
Stearman in Oregon is in the process of 
building wings and tails which cost a 
lot, said Sullivan. The company will also 
help other restorers with owner-produced 
wooden wings.

Sullivan’s project was for the most 
part, locally accomplished. In particular, 
Terry Sullivan gives his thanks to Dean 
R. Williams, A&P in Blanchard, La., for 
his engines and airframe assistance; Rick 
Grimsley, A&P-IA in Mansfield, La. for 
his help with the airframe, paperwork 
and avionics; and Cindy Smith of Shreve-
port, La. for her help with avionics.

Parts and technical support were con-
tributed by Monty Walford at J&M Air-
craft Supply in Shreveport, La., and Jon 
Larson in Auburn, Wash. The CessnaT50.
org website is maintained by Mike James 
in Anchorage, Alaska. 

Terry Sullivan is also grateful to his 
wife Barbara and his daughters Stacey 
Sullivan and Shannon Smith for all of 
their moral support on the Bamboo 
Bomber project.

The aircraft is painted in the colors 
of the 2nd Bomb Group, 429th Bomb 
Squadron. “It was my father’s B-17 outfit 
in Italy during World War II, although 
this aircraft never left the United States. 
I took a bit of liberty there to honor my 
father and all the others that served in 
that war,” said Sullivan.

“Every day, this aircraft gets more 
historically valuable.” (I’ll say!)

 
Other Bamboo Bomber enthusiasts

“Some time ago there was a Bamboo 
Bomber Club. It was run by Jim and Paul 
Anderson in Minnesota who also own and 
maintain a Bobcat. You can see pictures 
of that airplane on my site,” said Sullivan.

“I needed a place to put all my restora-
tion photos so I called Jim and found out 
that the website was dormant. Jim offered 
to let me have the site, so I took it and 
kept the name. 

“There is no club, no officers, no dues, 
no newsletter,” he joked. But there is a 
fair amount of activity. “You’d be sur-
prised how many people call and email 
[me],” Sullivan said. Some of this activity 
comes from folks building flyable models 
of the T-50 even as far away as Europe.

“Not too many World War II vets that 
flew it [get in touch], but there’s site traf-
fic from people my age or older; people 
looking to identify this part or that part, 
or [questions like] ‘Can you help me 
locate a particular airplane?’” He also 
gets solicitations from people who want 
to sell parts. 

“I try to help,” he said. “I answer ev-
eryone.” And sometimes that answer is in 
the form of a referral. 

“There are several people who have 
a lot of T-50 knowledge,” said Sullivan. 
One of them is Jon Larson, founder of 
The Flying Bobcats. “He knows more 
about this aircraft then anyone on the 
planet and kept the interest alive when 
nobody cared,” said Sullivan. Another is 
Mike McMurtrey. “Mike has taken on an 
ambitious project: compiling a book that 
tracks the whereabouts of every single  
[T-50] airframe that was ever built.”

 
Insurance, operating costs

“Insurance is not unavailable,” Sul-
livan reported. “It’s not cheap… but it 
is out there.” 

“The insurance company I’m with 
now, there are no special requirements 
for training in this airplane,” but he 
added, “they are stringent as far as times 
in type, and [who would be considered] 
a qualified pilot. Big taildraggers can be 
intimidating and dangerous airplanes.” 

Besides the chance of an expensive 
AOG scenario, another reason Sullivan 
keeps his flights close to home have to do 
with the per-hour costs. “It’s about $325 
per hour to operate,” he said. Regarding 
insurance, he told me, “You don’t even 
want to know that number!”

Sullivan’s Bamboo Bomber is han-
gared at Shreveport Downtown Airport 
(KDTN). “I’m pretty cautious with it,” he 
said. “This aircraft is a piece of history, 
and I’m only a caretaker.” 

As we closed our conversation, Terry 
let me know that while the snow was 
swirling around in minus-20 degree skies 
at my house, a B-52, at pattern altitude, 
was going overhead at his house en route 

to Runway 15 at Barksdale AFB. Barks-
dale, I later found out, is considered The 
Home of the B-52 and the Headquarters 
for the 2nd Bomb Group. Terry Sullivan’s 
Bamboo Bomber must feel right at home.

 

 
 
Heather Skumatz is the associate editor at 
Cessna Flyer magazine. Send questions or 
comments to editor@cessnaflyer.org.

 
Sources: BigSkyStearman.com; Cessnat50.org; Classic-
Warbirds.net; “Bobcat UC78” by Charles Lloyd and Daryl 
Murphy, Cessna Flyer, March 2005; “King of the Tailwheels” 
by Lyn Freeman, Cessna Flyer, April 2012; “The Making of 
the Cessna 310” by Daryl Murphy, Cessna Flyer, August 2004; 
Wikipedia.org.

Resources
Cessna T-50/UC-78 Type Club 
“Preserving the history of a great  
aircraft” cessnat50.org

Originally published in Cessna Flyer 
magazine, March 2014. Visit CessnaFlyer.
org.

Cessna AT-17
SPECIFICATIONS

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS

Crew: 5

Length: 32 feet, 9 inches 

Wingspan: 41 feet, 11 inches 

Height: 9 feet, 11 inches 

Wing area: 295 square feet

Empty weight: 3,500 pounds

Gross weight: 5,700 pounds

Max takeoff weight: 6,062 pounds

Powerplant: (2)  Jacobs R-755-9 seven-cylinder, 

air-cooled, radial piston engines, 245 hp each

PERFORMANCE

Maximum speed: 169 knots (195 mph)

Cruise speed: 152 knots (175 mph)

Service ceiling: 22,000 feet 
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